
 

A Real Learning Experience 
 

Modern educational research shows that one of the 
most effective teaching situations is when the learning 
becomes real and relevant to the students. 
 

With approximately 90 of our Year 12 and 13 
Outdoor Education students walking the Routeburn 
or Caples tracks there is no doubt in my mind that 
they will be in a very real and relevant learning 

environment and engaged in an experience which will have life 
long implications for them. These students will be developing 
socially, physically and emotionally, while also learning 
important factual material, all within some of the country’s 
most beautiful landscape. 
 

As a staff we were determined to do something similar for the 
Year 7 – 10 area of the college where we could abandon the 
normal timetable and totally immerse the students into a 3 day 
programme with a relevant theme. This week therefore became 
the perfect time to have a “theme week”.  “Sustainability” was 
the theme chosen by staff as it was particularly relevant and 
practical. The Science Department offered to organise the 
programme and they developed a series of activities which 
students opted into over the three days. 
 

It has been encouraging to have seen so many students, parents 
and members of the community involved in a wide range of 
activities such as: 
 

♦ Making bio fuel   
♦ Using solar energy 
♦ Visiting energy efficient homes around Wanaka  
♦ Creating an orchestra from recycled material and then   
        performing 
♦ Hunting and fishing, and investigating their impacts upon   
        sustainability 
♦ Composting and worm faming  
 

In addition, some students became “roving reporters” and 
“camera crew” and pages 3, 4 and 5 of this week’s newsletter 
have been compiled by students from Year 8 giving their 
perspective of “Theme Week” (layout by Cory Bryan). 
 

As with any learning activity there was a mixed response from 
very enthusiastic to just participating but I have been gratified 
by the number who have not only enjoyed themselves but also 
gained a great deal from going through such a valuable and 
practical learning experience.   
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Maurie Jackways  

MAC - Rubbish Audit - learning about Recycling 

Wearable Waste - creations from recycled material 
Fishing - food for now  

and for the future 

Kidds Bush - learning about New Zealand’s Native Bush 



 

   There are 200 hundred fish 
   in a bowl.  99% are  
   goldfish.  How many fish  
   must be removed so that  
   98% of the remaining fish  
   are goldfish? 
    

   Free chocolate fish  
to the first 5 parents to come to the Numeracy 
Liaison Meeting with the correct answer! 
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 Important Dates  
 
 

Term Two (1 May - 30 June) 
 

Week 5 1 June Year 12 Biology Field Trip 
  1 June  Assembly 
  2 June Year 7 - 10 reports issued.   
Week 6 5 June  Queen’s Birthday - college closed 
  9 June Assembly 
  9 June  College Formal  
 

Week 7 13 June Assembly 
 

Week 8 21 June Year 7 - 10 Parent Interviews 
  22 June Assembly 
 

Week 9 30 June Year 11 - 13 reports issued 
  30 June Assembly 

Owner / Operator: 
Lindsay & Carol Parry  

20 Dunmore Street, Wanaka 
Phone:  03 4430048    

Fax: 03 4430050  
wanaka@newworld-si.co.nz 

Sponsored by: 

2006 Term Dates 
 

Term 2   1 May - 30 June 
Term 3   17 July - 22 September 
Term 4   9 October - 18 December 
 

Queen’s Birthday        5 June 
Labour Day              23 October 

PARENT LIAISON MEETING 
 

Monday 12 June, 8.00 pm 
Room 12 

With Guest Speaker, Siobhan Quayle 
    How numerate are you? 

 
 
 
  

NEWS FLASH:   
How We are Taking the ‘numb’  

out of Numbers  
 

A Numeracy Project information  
evening for parents.  Be at the  

Liaison Meeting, or be a four-sided  
shape, with sides of equal length  

and four right angles! 

LOST 
PROPERTY 

 

The following 
named items are 
currently at the 
office.  Please 
could parents 

organise for them  
to be collected: 

 

Pearson(3 items) 
Lincoln (Hugh?) 

Lance Allison 
Regan Thompson 

Max 
Gilchrist 

Matt 
JH 

 

The lost property 
bin is still bursting 

at the seams.  
Please come  

and check it out! 

Community Kapahaka Group, 
Matariki Tupu Hou,  

 

meets every Monday evening during 
term time from 6.00 - 7.30 pm in 

Room 22 at Mount Aspiring College 
(behind the Performance Room) for 

waiata ringaringa, tikanga, fun, 
laughter and networking. 

 

 All welcome, (koha), - just turn up 
on the night. 

FORMAL TICKETS 
on sale at the office  

THE LIBRARY CORNER    

Sustainability in the Library  
 

Books, leaflets and checklists are displayed, for each theme, in study compartments at the Library 
Knowledge Area. The themes are as follows: 
• Overall Sustainability  
• Health & Food 
• Agriculture & Gardening 
• Recycling & Waste 
 

The focus of the exhibition is interconnectedness and can-do attitude.  Come and check this out, there is 
heaps! National Library books add to the interest. Most items can be borrowed, photocopies available. 
 

The exhibition will last a few weeks after the Sustainability days so you have time to come.  Parents are 
welcome too!  Please also note that an interactive list of more than 300 selected, informative and fun 
Weblinks is accessible to Students on (S:)//Theme Week - Sustainability/Sustainability Resources.   
Keep up your sustainability work!  Florence Micoud, Librarian 

• Healthy Housing 
• Climate Change 
• Energy 

• Water 
• Ecosystems and conservation 
• Transport  

Celia Lashlie 
will be speaking on  

‘How to Raise Adolescents’ 
 

Monday 12 June, 7.30 pm 
 

@ Cromwell Sports Centre 
 

Gold coin donation 

Sustainability   
Theme Week 

 

THANK YOU! 
To everyone who has 

helped with this.  
  

Special thanks to: 
 

Wanaka Wastebusters 
Nook Road Nursery  

D.O.C. 
 

Also to all the parents and 
members of the 
community who 

volunteered to help, or 
contributed with their  

time or resources.  
 

In addition, thanks to Nikki 
and Nicole at the canteen for 
working double shifts to cater 

for the different times of 
junior and senior breaks. 

 

Parenting Toolbox for 
Parents of Teenagers  

 

A series of 6 evening 
workshops, starting on 
Wednesday 31st May  
(7.00 - 9.00 pm).  If you 
require tools for 
parenting your teens, 
affirmation, support, or 
just need a night out… 
come along!   
To make a booking call 
Jo on 443 9009. 

Our Level 2 Outdoor 
Pursuits survived mixed 
conditions on their tramp 
this week - more news in 
next week’s newsletter. 



 

‘Locations Realty’ - Assisting The Youth of Wanaka 
~ 3 ~ 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORIALS 
 

These are happening again this term: 
 

Monday Lunchtime WH Room 7   Levels 1, 2 
        Level 3 Calc 
  After school BN Room 7   Level 1 
 

Tuesday Lunchtime EL Room 9   Levels 1, 2  
        Level 3 Stats  
 

Wednesday Lunchtime HW Room 9  Levels 1, 2 
        Level 3 Stats 
 

Thursday After school WH Room 7  Levels 1, 2 
        Level 3 Calc 
 

Friday  Lunchtime QU Room 9   Level 2 
        Level 3 Calc 

5 km ‘Retro’ Run  
Sunday 18 June, 11.00 am start   

    

Retro gear  -  music  -  prizes  …. Lets  run! 
Entry:  $10.00  or $15.00 on the day 

 

Entry Forms  from Racers Edge / college office 
 

For more information call: 
Jude Smith, 021 162 00 76 or Bill Godsall, 021 442 626 

 

Proceeds to Wanaka Teens Support Programme 
 

ORGANISED BY SPORT CENTRAL AND Q92 THE BREEZE 

Roto Festival Variety Show  
 Saturday 10 June at 3pm 

 

Calling all you talented people   
Can you do any of the following: 

 

~  Tell jokes  ~  Perform plays   
~  Perform magic tricks  ~ 
~  Sing songs  ~  Dance  ~ 

 

If so, we would love you to take part  
in this festival.  Please see Anna Shaw  

at college on call her on 443 7746. 

Opportunities at the Snow Farm  
for Winter 2006 

 

A variety of great options are available to 
students wishing to cross country ski this year: 
 

Thursday Afternoon Programme  
Cross country ski every Thursday afternoon. 
Transport provided, leaving the college at 
12.10.  $150.00 for the term.  
 

Sports Academy Membership 
Cross country ski every Thursday afternoon and 
as often as you can manage at the weekends.  
Transport provided every Thursday and car-
pooling at the weekends.  
$250.00 for the season which includes the 
scholarship week.   
 

Scholarship Week  
Cross country ski on 3, 4, 6, 7 July or 10, 11, 
13, 14 July.  Car pooling.  $99 for each week. 
 

All trail fees and ski hire are included in each of 
the above options.  
 

Pick up more detailed information from the 
college office next week and, if you still have 
questions, contact Liz Conroy on 443 8228 or  
Caroline on 443 0300. 
 

Applications need to be completed and 
handed in to the office by Friday 9 June. 

Riders and Sliders 
 

This is a multi day programme at Treble Cone which has been developed 
for the adventurous novice through to advanced skiers and riders aged 7 to 
teens. The aim of this programme is to create social and supportive groups 
(maximum of 8) that will develop kids’ skiing and riding skills. For a full 
programme outline or more  information visit the Treble Cone town office or 
call Jane Williams on 03 443 7443.  

PLUNKET GIANT  
GARAGE SALE  

 

Saturday 27 May,  9.30-11.30 am  
at the Plunket Rooms 

 

Proceeds going towards building renovations.  
  

Enquiries to Deb on 443 8486.  

Year 7 & 8 Netball Tournament 
 

At the weekend seven Year 7 and 8 netball teams played in the 
annual tournament at Alexandra.  Despite the chilly conditions 
they all played with great enthusiasm.   The results were mixed 
as many schools just send their rep teams, but Mount Aspiring 
College is committed to giving all our players the opportunity to 
be involved.   
 

Special congratulations to the Red team (pictured below) who 
made it through to the semi-finals in their division.   
 

A very special thank you to all the  
coaches and parents who gave up  
their time to transport and support  
their teams.  

SUPER SQUAD 
 

Once again the Super Squad have been in action representing 
Wanaka in the South Island Final. We will need your help to get them 
to the nationwide final in Auckland. 
 

Watch ‘Studio 2’ on Monday through to Thursday at 4.30 in the 
afternoon. Tuesday’s show will be the special Haka Dance and 
Thursday’s show will be the Disgusting Dares. Both shows will need 
your votes for Mount Aspiring College to win. 
 

They are competing for a place in the Grand Final and a new computer 
for the school. 
 

Come on MAC, get behind them and give them the support they need! 

BODY MASS INDEX SURVEY 
Thank you to all those parents who have completed the questionnaire which was 
published in the last two newsletters.  There has been some debate over the 
local airwaves as to whether this survey has been dropped.  The answer is ‘No’ 
but we do need more survey forms returned.   We appreciate that it may be in 
the ‘too hard’ basket to find scales, tape measures and get the form returned 
to the college .. so we are trying to make it easier!  Spare forms, a set of scales 
and a vertical ruler will be located at the college office for your use.  
Remember, all forms completed are completely anonymous.  
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Funny fashion! 
In Room twenty five some young girls are making 
dresses, pretty coats, skirts and tops. They are looking 
great. They also have to model them and a lot of effort is 
going into them. Some have love hearts and others have 
funny looking lines, they come in all shapes and sizes. 
The girls said “This is our thing.” They first got the 
material from the recycling centre; they brought the 
material back to school and started work. They made 
their dresses out of old sheets, bubble wrap, feathers, and 
heaps of other old material. They estimated that it would 
take them ten hours. The people I interviewed were 
Mikaela, Laura, Ashley, Monique, Mikey, Jordaine, Jean 
and Sammy. 
By Ben Reeves, 8CB, and Errol Hopgood , 8WT 
 
 

Reliable Food 
Another group studying an eco friendly environment was the reliable food group. The food they 
used were fruit and vegetables. These foods are reliable because they are plant life and they won’t 
run out. They spent most of their time cutting fruit and vegetables. 
 
By Cory Bryan, 8WT, and Hugh Haworth, 8GO 

Sustainable homes! 
In Room twenty eight a class is studying sustainable 
homes. They have put together a series of experiments 
including an experiment that can produce hot water. 
Some groups are also making sustainable and warm 
model houses out of cardboard, ice cream sticks, glue 
and some are even made out of stones. On  Wednesday 
they visited three homes in Wanaka to show how people 
in Wanaka have warm and sustainable homes. The 
people we interviewed said that they chose this option  
because they wanted to learn about saving energy  and 
building safe and warm homes.  
 
By Billie-Jean McHardie, 8CB 
 
 

 
 

Junk music! 
In the woodwork room there is a lot of noise, not because people are yelling but because these 
people are rehearsing and making their own musical instruments out of junk and old recyclable 
things. Lane said ‘I chose this option because I wanted to bang instruments’. When we visited this 
group some of the students were already performing at top standards. 
 
By Cindy Mcleod, 8WT 
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“What’s In the Bin?” 
Group E had the cleanest job of all - to look in 
bins to see what could be recycled and what can 
just be thrown away. They ventured to the skip 
to sort the rubbish into the different groups that 
you can recycle. Some people got put in this 
group but on the other hand people chose this 
group. Some people have found this option fun 
to do, on the other side some people would 
prefer other options to this one. 
 
By Ben Reeves, 8CB, and Errol Hopgood, 8WT 

Theme week - the 
movie 

Theme week, a big event at Mount Aspiring, 
so why not make a movie about it. Well 
that’s just what this group did. Dominic, 
Logan and Gelzen are three out of a mere 
eight making the movie but so far nothing 
has or is going to stop them. To present the 
movie the group will show their combined 
film using the data projector. Clearly you 
can expect this to be a great show because 
not only have they filmed around our school 
but they have also followed groups to places 
like Oakridge, for sustainable housing. So 
by the sounds of it everyone will be looking 
forward to this presentation. I know I am. 
 
By Mathew Green, 8GO 
 

Performing a recycling act 
Performing is how you would explain what option L 
(the drama group) was doing over sustainability week. 
They have been practicing games such as freeze 
frames, link tag, the name game and drama type 
games in the build up to their end performance. This 
group of students has been learning about the effects 
of recycling. On Wednesday they watched a DVD 
about recycling. They also had help from Nat from the 
recycling center. She helped the students understand 
why they should recycle if they wanted to help the 
environment. Lisa Katie Rethwisch said “Being in this 
program really makes me think about recycling.” On 
Thursday the group thought up ideas for their drama 
piece. From the work that has been done it looks like 
the drama piece will be a big success.   
 
By Billie-Jean McHardie, 8CB 
 
 

A way with plants 
If you went past the Language Centre rooms you would see a new addition to the grounds. Option M 
planted some small plants which are endangered. They started on Wednesday when they took a tour 
of the school looking at some of the trees and bushes. Then on Thursday the group took to the 
computer room where they started writing a book about the plants for the school library.  
 
Written by Samara and Billie, 8CB  
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Climate Change 
Global warming, ice bergs melting, the world 
flooding, these are just some few factors of 
climate change. Not just that but climate change 
in general is what Cody, Brock, Tom and 
seventeen others are studying for theme week. 
Mainly they have gathered their resources from 
the internet, books, magazines and things that 
they all ready knew. As you can see in the photo 
(below) Brock is presenting information to his 
group. Maybe something similar will occur at 
assembly. But till then we can just wait.  
                        
By Mathew Green, 8GO 
 

Winning Book Award          
Announced 
A book on sustainability has just been announced 
the winner of the New Zealand book award before 
it has even been written. Mount Aspiring College is 
holding a theme week on sustainability.       
Option J are producing a book on global warming 
(or so they were talking of doing yesterday). This is 
going to help the world be more sustainable 
because the world will become more aware of the 
environmental issues which effect all of us.  
Option J is staying in the school grounds trying to 
get their book finished. They are making a book 
that relates to sustainability. Some of option J`s 
ideas of making the world a better place are:  
turning the lights off, planting trees and walking 
and biking instead of using cars.                
 
By Samara, 8CB  

    

Learning to Weave 
Flax was everywhere on Thursday morning 
in the East Common Room. Students chose 
to make headbands, flowers, fish and 
baskets out of flax. Most students chose 
this option as they thought it would be fun. 
“I chose it mainly for the knitting part of 
it” said Abbi Ayre, a year 8 student. The 
day before the group went on a journey to 
Rippon vineyard where they were shown 
the grapes, talked about compost and how 
the vineyard is organic. After that they 
knitted.  
 
By Cindy McLeod, 8WT  

Alternate Fuel 
Of course most of you know this week is theme week. The people in room 11 got off to a good start with 
their fuel project. First they made bioreactors out of containers, cardboard and tubes which they used to 
show how any manure can be changed into methane or fertilizer. Other things that can be turned into fuel 
include the sun, water, alcohol and electricity. After that they went to the computer room and studied dif-
ferent types of fuel. Elmo Cotter said “This project was easy and fun,” and he chose this option because it 
sounded cool and he want to made fuel.      By Hugh Haworth, 8GO  


